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follows: ' My departing child, I have drunk of the beer, I
have received my gift for you. I give you now to your law-
ful husband as you were informed of by your father yesterday.
You shall be a help to your husband, go cultivate and acquire
cattle and small stock. Go and let yourself not become lean.
Cultivate for your father as he cultivated for you, so that you
grew up. He led water to you and watered you, and now you
are grown. Have fortune, my child. Your face shines, it
shall be desired by all bees ; they shall come and yearn for
you.' With these words he departs, and the felling com-
mences. For this purpose two axes are used, one for the
initial stroke and the other for the actual work. As they do
so they speak comforting words to the tree as to a girl who is
carried away from her home, reminding her that all is done
by her father's wish. Now the tree is addressed as the enticer
of bees. The first axe is laid on the tree by the leader, who
asks pardon for what he does, representing that poverty has
driven him thereto. Next he implores the tree to bring him
good fortune and exhorts the bees of such and such strangers
to leave their home and come to his hive, adding not a few
unkindly wishes against the same bee-keepers. Now the
place where the chopping is to start is smeared with Kimomo^
a concoction intended to attract the bees. The stem is
marked with Kimomo into sections suitable for conversion
into hives. This ritual is performed by each one of the group
in respect to one tree so that each has a prior claim to one of
the trees felled. While they are busying themselves with the
fallen tree the owner makes his appearance, wailing his
regrets that he came too late to prevent the deed and exclaim-
ing that his daughter has been robbed. The others endea-
vour to soothe him, representing that it is all for his daughter's
best and appealing to him with outstretched hands, until he
finally consents to grasp them and be reconciled. One or
two of the hives made from the tree are given to the owner." *
Before cutting down a large tree, the Palaungs of Burma
" offer a prayer to propitiate the spirit that may have made
its home in it; this is only done if the tree is really large.
Spirits that are strong take possession of the large trees,
evicting any little spirits that may have made their homes
1 C. Dundaa, Kilimanjaro audits People (London, 1924), pp. 275^.